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The Catcher in the Rye, Chapter 1

1.
Why doesn't the narrator want to tell us "all that David Copperfield kind of crap"?  [C]
2.
What does he say he is going to tell us about in this novel?  [C]
3.
Where do you think he is now, narrating his story?

4.
What kind of person is D. B.?  What does he do?  Where is he now and what do you think he is doing there?
5.
Why do you think D. B.’s short story, “The Sceret Goldfish”, “killed” the narrator?

5.
What kind of school is Pency Prep?  Describe the narrator's attitude toward Pency.  (Does he like it?  If not, why not?)

6.
Where was the narrator standing when his story began?  What was next to him?  What was he watching?  Why do you think the narrator, or the author, decided to begin the story from this scene?  (Try to visualize  the scene and think about some symbolic significance of this image.)

7.
What do you think of the narrator's attitude toward girls?

8.
Why couldn't the narrator and his team have a fencing meet with McBurney School?  [C]  Think about the significance of that episode.  (What can you tell about the narrator from the episode?  Isn't there some  symbolism or irony involved in it?)

9.
Why was he "hanging around" on top of the hill?  [C]  What kind of person  would do this kind of things?

10.
What happened when the narrator ran across Route 204?  [C]  What kind of  feeling did he have when he finished crossing it?  [C]  Why do you think he had this feeling?  (What do you think is the author's intention of this episode?)
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The Catcher, Chapter 2

1.
Why do you think Holden felt sorry he had come to see Mr. Spencer the  minute he went into his bedroom?  [C]
2.
Do you think Holden would have really visited Mr. Spencer even if he  had not received a note from him?

3.
Why doesn't Holden accept Dr. Thurmer's idea of "Life being a game"?  What do you think is "Life" for Holden?

4.
There is something peculiar about Holden's hair.  What is it?  [C]  Think of its significance--possibly a symbolic one.

5.
Why do you think Holden hate the word "grand"?

6.
What did Mr. Spencer do with his Atlantic Monthly?  What did Holden do with the magazine?  [C]  If there is any symbolism involved in this scene, what is the significance here?

7.
What did Holden write about for Mr. Spencer's exam?  [C]
8.
Why do you think Holden was thinking about the lagoon and its ducks in Central Park while he was talking to Mr. Spencer?

9.
Why did Holden hate Elkton Hills?  [C]
10.
Why do you think Holden "felt sorry as hell" for Mr. Spencer "all of a sudden" on page 15?

11.
Why do you think "Good luck" sounds terrible" when you think about it?

12.
What sort of person do you think is Mr. Spencer?  Holden at one point writes, "You never saw anybody nod as much in your life as old Spencer did."  He also writes at another, "I shake my head quite a lot."  What do you think is the significance of this contrast?
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The Catcher, Chapter 3 (pp. 16-26)
1.
Do you think Holden is "the most terrific liar you ever saw in your life"?  Why do you think he says he is the one?

2.
Consider the satirical aspects of the Ossenburger episode (pp. 16-17).  What is being satirized in it?

3.
How does Holden wear his red hunting hat?  Can you see any significance in his way of wearing his hat?

4.
Who is Robert Ackley?  What kind of person do you think he is?

5.
Who is Sally Hayes?

6.
How does Holden mock Ackley with his hunting hat?  What do you think is the (symbolic) significance of the scene?

7.
Referring to his hat, Holden says to Ackley, "This is a people shooting hat" on page 22.  What do you think is the significance of this remark?

8. Who is Ward Stradlater?  What kind of person do you think he is?    Compare his personality with Ackley's.  (Which do you like better and which do you think you resemble?)
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The Catcher, Chapter 4 (pp. 26-35)
1.
What does Holden mean by each of the following sentences?



"Stradlater was more of a secret slob." (p. 27)



"I mean he was mostly a Year Book kind of handsome guy." (p. 27)

2.
Why do you think Holden is annoyed when Stradlater tells him not to "stick all the commas and stuff in the right place"?

3.
Do you really believe Holden has gotten Stradlater choked "all of a sudden -- for no good reason"?  Try to discover a possible reason for it.

4.
Who is Jane Gallagher?  Tell everything you know about her.  What kind of girl do you think she is?

5.
Why do you think Holden cannot go to Jane and say hello to her?

6.
Why do you think Holden gets nervous "all of a sudden" on page 34?

7.
Why do you think Holden says to Stradlater, "Ask her if she still keeps all her kings in the back row"? (p. 34)

