English Reading
Mr. Shimada

“The Jewbird”
1. Why and how does the skinny bird fly in?  How does he look like?  Who does he say he is running from?  What kind of bird is he?  What is his name? (pp. 94-96)

2. Describe the Cohens: Harry, Edie, and Maurie.  What are their initial attitudes toward Schwartz?  How is Harry’s mother?  (pp. 94-97)

3. Why does Harry let Schwartz stay?  Why does not he like the bird?  (p. 97)

4. What does Schwartz do for Maurie when school begins?  Why does Harry get angry with Schwartz although his child’s performance in school has improved? (pp. 98-99)  What do you think you can tell about Harry, Eddie, and Schwartz from this episode?

5. Explain about the quarrel between Harry and Schwartz on page 100.  Which of them do you think wins the argument?

6. What happens to Schwartz after the quarrel?  What advice does Edie give him?  How does he respond?  (p. 101)

7. What does Harry do to make Schwartz leave?  What does Edie do about it?  Do you think her advice is reasonable?  (pp. 102-103)

8. How does Harry get rid of Schwartz?  What do you think is the significance that this incident happens “on the day after Cohen’s mother had died”?  (pp. 103-104)

9. What do you think is the theme of this story?  Why do you think Eddie says, “Anti-Semeets” at the end?
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1. What happens to Manischevitz at the age of fifty-one?  Point out the "reverses and indignities" he suffers.  What is he suffering in terms of health?  How is his wife Fanny's health?  How bad is her condition?  (pp. 43-44)

2. Who does Manischevitz find in his living room?  Why does this visitor visit him?  Why cannot Manischevitz believe the visitor?  (pp. 44-48)

3. Why does the tailor decide to go Harlem and look for Levine?  How and where does he find Levine?  Why do you think he leaves for home without talking to Levine?  (pp. 48-51)

4. Why does Manischevitz go to Harlem again?  What does he find in the place where Bella's had been?  Who does he find inside and what are they doing?  (pp. 51-54)

5. How does Levine look like at Bella's this time?  What do you think makes Manischevitz say, "I think you are an angel from God"(p. 55)?  How does Levin respond to it?  How does the story end?  (pp. 54-56)

6. What do you think is the story about?  (i.e.  What is the theme?)  What do you think the story tells us the most important thing is?  Consider some elements that make this incredible story somewhat credible or, at least, moving.
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