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“A Good Man is Hard to Find”
1. Why doesn’t the grandmother want to go to Florida?   (p. 150)
2. Describe each member of Bailey’s family: Bailey, his wife, June Star, John Wesley, and the grandmother.  (pp. 150-52)

3. Describe the clothes the grandmother wears for the trip.  How would people think if they find her killed in an accident? (pp. 151-52)

4. What kind of things does the grandmother tell about to her grandchildren?  What kind of person do you think she is?  (pp. 152-154)

5. Where do they stop for lunch?  What does the grandmother talk about with Red Sam and his wife?  In what context does Red Sam say, “A good man is hard to find”?  (p. 154-156)

6. What does the grandmother recall after taking “cat naps”?  What does she tell her family about and what story does she make up in order to fulfill her wish?  How do the children react to her story?  (p. 156-57)

7. What kind of road do they turn onto?  How does the accident happen?  What do you think of the grandmother’s character?  (pp. 158-60)

8. What kind of car approaches to the place of the accident?  Describe the three people in it.  (p. 160-61)

9. How do the children and their grandmother react to the three men?  (p. 161)
10. How does Bailey respond to the grandmother when she has identified one of the men?  (pp. 161-62)

11. She says, “You wouldn’t shoot a lady, would you?”  (p. 162)  Analyze her character based on this remark.  What do you think she is really saying here if you think about it.  How does The Misfit respond to her plea?  What kind of gesture does he make?  What do you think it implies?  How does she respond to his response?  Why do you think she says that?  (p. 162)

12. What does The Misfit ask Bailey and John Wesley to do?  What does he tell the grandmother about himself and his father?  (pp. 163-64)

13. Why do you think the grandmother say to The Misfit, “Do you ever pray?”  (p. 164)

14. What do you think has happened to Bailey and his son?  What kind of life do you think The Misfit has had according to what he tells the grandmother about?  Why do you think she says, “Maybe they put you in by mistake”? (p. 165)  How does The Misfit answer to this remark?  (pp. 164-65)

15. What does The Misfit say about his father?  (p. 165)

16. Again the grandmother tells The Misfit to pray.  How does he answer?  What does he ask the mother and June Star to do?  (p. 166)

17. What does The Misfit say about Jesus and his crimes?  Why does he call himself “The Misfit”?  Why do you think the T of the article is capitalized?  (pp. 167-68)

18. Why do you think the grandmother says, “Maybe He [Jesus] didn’t raise the dead.” (p. 168)  What do you think is the significance of this remark and The Misfit’s response to it?

19. When the grandmother touches The Misfit’s shoulder he springs back as if bitten by “a snake.”  Why “a snake”?  What does this imply?  How does the cat react after its master dies?  What do you think this suggests?

20. What do you think the story is about?  What do you think has caused this tragedy?
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