English Reading

Mr. Shimada

“The Magic Barrel”
1. What can you tell from the first paragraph of this story?  Why does Leo Finkle call in a marriage broker?  What aspect of his character is revealed in this paragraph?

2. Describe both Leo and Pinye Salzman.  How do they look like?  What is your impression of them?

3. Describe the three women Salzman introduce to Leo.  Why does Leo turn down each one of them?  Why does he say, “Because I detest stomach specialist”?

4. How does Leo feel after the first meeting with Salzman?  Why do you think he felt that way? 

5. Who does Leo finally agree to meet and why does he do so?   How does their rendezvous turn out?  What does he confess?  What aspect of his character is revealed in the scene? 

6. What does Leo realize after meeting Lily?  What does he decide to do after the realization?  Why does he tell the marriage broker that he is “no longer interested in an arranged marriage”? 

7. What does Salzman leave on the table in Leo’s apartment?  What attracts Leo’s attention and why is he attracted?

8. How does Salzman’s wife respond when Leo asks where he can find her husband?  Is there not anything symbolic about the scene?

9. Who is Stella?  How do you think she earns her living?  Why does Salzman refuse to let Leo meet her?

10. Why does Leo finally decide to meet Stella?  What do you think about his decision?

11. Comment on the last two paragraphs of the story.  Stella, wearing “white with red shoes,” is waiting under a street lamp smoking.  What do you think the scene implies?  Why does her outfit fit Leo’s expectations?  How do you interpret the last paragraph?  Why does Salzman chant “prayers for the dead”?  Who do you think he is praying for?

12. What do you think is the theme of the story?  Do you think Salzman has “planned it all to happen this way”? 

