English Reading
Mr. Shimada

Questions for The Sound and the Fury
<April Seventh, 1928>

1. On the first line of the first page, the narrator writes, "I could see them hitting." What on earth are they hitting? 

2. Why do you think Luster says, "Listen at you, now"? 

3. The last paragraph of the first page is italicized. Why do you think is the sudden change in typography? 

4. What does Benjamin [Benjy] want to do? Why do you think he wants to go out? 

5. What is the first name of Benjamin's mother? 

6. Where are Mother and Benjamin going in the carriage T.P. is driving? (Note what Mother tells Jason later.) 

7. The first underlined passage on page eight goes: "Then those on one side stopped at the tall white post where the soldier was. But on the other side they went on smooth and steady, but a little slower." What is happening here? 

8. What do you think is the content of the letter Uncle Maury asks Caddy to take to Mrs. Patterson?
9. What are the things the washing women (and the children) in the branch talk about? (p. 15)

10. While they were hunting Luster’s lost quarter in the branch, why “they all stood up quick and stopped…”? (p. 16)

11. What does this remark mean: “You mean, he been three years old thirty years”? (p. 17)

12. Why does Benjy remember the scene in which his brothers and Caddy were playing in the branch? (p. 17)  When does this scene take place?  What kind of girl do you think Caddy is?  Consider the power relationships among the Compson children and Versh.  Analyze their characters. (pp. 17-20)

13. Consider the symbolic significance of these sentences: “She was wet” (p. 17) and “Caddy was all wet and muddy behind, and I started to cry...” (p. 19)

14. Who do you think is “Maury” on the line 13, page 20?  Why do you think he is called this way?

15. What do you think is the scene beginning with “The cows came jumping out of the barn” (p. 20) about?  Why is it that the “ground wasn’t still” (p. 20) and that T.P. was laughing?  What do you think Quentin made Benjy drink? (p. 22)
16. What is unusual about the Compson house that evening?  What can you tell about Caddy’s character based on her following remark: “I’ll walk right in the parlor where they are”? (p. 23)

17. What do the children wait for on the bottom of page 23?  What does Father tell them? (p. 24)

18. What does Dilsey say when asked why the children have to be quiet? (p. 25)  What do you think they hear again while eating?  Why do you think Quentin dose not eat? (pp. 25-26)

19. Why do you think the narrator does not use quotation marks in the second paragraph from the bottom of page 27 except for the first sentence?

20. Why is Roskus “milking with one hand, and groaning”? (p. 28)  What do you think is the scene about?  Why do you think Roskus keeps saying, “Taint [It ain’t (There isn’t)] no luck on this place [in the Compson family]”?  What does he mean by “Aint the sign of it laying right there on that bed”?  What does “the sign” here refer to? What do you think he means by “Dying aint all”? (p. 29)  What is he blaming about?

21. Which Quentin appears in the scene beginning on page 30, Caddy’s brother or her daughter?  What do you think is it about?  Note the following remarks:


They were singing. (p. 31)


“That’s three, thank the Lawd [Load]” (p. 31)


“There he goes….He laying in there.  See him.” (p. 32)

22. What makes Versh say to Fronny, “Didn’t mammy tell you not to tell them”?  (p. 33)  Consider the significance of Caddy’s remarks: “That’s niggers.  White folks don’t have funerals.” (p. 33)  What do you think the italicized parts on page 33 are about?

23. What do you think the episode that begins from the bottom of page 33 about?

24. Why does Versh say, “Jason going to be rich man”? (p. 36)

25. What does Caddy decide to do?  Why does Frony say, “I already knows….I don’t need to see”? (p. 36)

26. What do you think the italicized parts on pages 37 and 38 are about?  What do you think T.P. is referring to when he says, “Is they started yet”? (p. 37)

27. What do you think is the symbolic significance of the snake mentioned on page 37 and Versh’s remark “Your paw told you to stay out that tree” on page 39?

28. Why does Caddy climb the tree?  What do the other children see when she gets “to the first limb”?  What do you think this scene suggests?

29. What is the two-line italicized part on page 39 about?  Why does Benjy repeat “Caddy” here and in the following paragraph?  Comment on the ending of the scene on page 40: “…Caddy put her arms around me, and her shining veil, and I couldn’t smell trees anymore and I began to cry.”
30. What is the next scene (pp. 40-43) about?  Why does Candy give Dilsey “a bottle of perfume”? (p. 43)

31. Why do you think Uncle Maury is “sick”?  Note: “His eye was sick, and his mouth.” (p. 43)  What does Father say about it and how does Mother take it?

32. How does Dilsey call Caddy in the tree?  What does Caddy see from the tree? (pp. 45-46)
33. What are the two sequences of episodes (pp. 46-51) about?  What kinds of narrative effects do they have due to their juxtaposition?  Cf. “Agnes Mabel Becky” (p. 50): The most popular contraceptive early in the century was a brand of condom called the Merry Widow.  It was sold in circular metal boxes, three to a box.  The top of the box bore the legend: THREE MERRY WIDOWS  AGNES MABEL BECKY.
34. Why do you think Benjy has opened the gate on page 52?  And what do you think happens as the result? (p. 53)  Who do you think is “Mr Burgess”? (p. 52)
35. What happens to Luster’s golf ball?  How does he treat Benjy afterward?  What do you think is there in Jackson? (p. 52, 54)  What do you think is Benjy’s “graveyard”? (p. 55, 56)  How does Dilsey treat Benjy and Luster? (pp. 55-57)  Who has paid for the cake for Benjy’s birthday?
36. What happens to Benjy on page 59?  What do you think of the way the incident is described?  What do you think of Dilsey?  Compare her attitude toward Benjy with that of Mrs. Compson [Mother]? (pp. 59-60)
37. What do you think of Mrs. Compson?  What do you think is wrong with her?  Compare her attitude toward Benjy with that of Candy? (pp. 61-64)
38. What do you think of Jason?  Why are Caddy and he fighting on page 64?  Do you think Jason is telling the truth on page 65?  Consider his attitudes toward Luster and Quentin [Caddy’s daughter]. (pp. 65-71)
39. What has happened to Caddy on pages 68 and 69?  Why does Benjy make her go to the bathroom?  (Remember the “perfume” episode.)
40. How does the day end with Benjy?  Why does he cry in the last paragraph of page 73?  What does he see out of the window just before going to bed? (p. 74)
41. Try to analyze main characters: Mr. Compson, Mrs. Compson, Uncle Maury, Quentin, Caddy, Jason, Benjy, Dilsey, Roskus, Versh, Frony, T.P., Quentin [Caddy’s daughter], and Luster.  Summarize what you know about them.
