Eng. Reading

Mr. Shimada

“Talking Horse” (pp. 177-204)
1. Who is Abramowitz?  Who does he think he is?  [Search “Jonah” by Google]
2. Who is Goldberg?  What kind of man is he?  What disturbs him? (pp. 178-79)
3. How does Goldberg communicate with Abramowitz?  What is his first message to Abramowitz?

4. What “sort of story” does Abramowitz dreams up? (pp. 180-81)  [Refer to the Bible: Genesis 28.  Search “Jacob’s ladder” by Google.]
5. What does Goldberg keep “hanging on the wall over a stuffed pony’s head”? (pp. 181-82)
6. Describe some of the things Goldberg do on pages 182-83.  What does he like to do?
7. What had Goldberg been doing before he found Abramowitz?

8. We see another biblical reference on page 185.  What is it and what is the significance of it?
9. Describe Goldberg and Abramowitz’s act called “Ask Me Another.”  Why is the title “ironic”?  What do you think is the significance of their act?

10. Comment on Abramowitz’s new riddle about “a yellow duck.”  Why do you think Goldberg is furious when the talking horse has slipped it in?

11. What kinds of things does Abramowitz dream about?  Explain about them.  What kinds of things does he hear Goldberg say in his dream?

12. Comment on what Goldberg says near the bottom of page 194.  What do you think of his remark?
13. What is the conclusion Abramowitz reaches concerning his being?  What does he think he is?

14. After his failed escape, what does Abramowitz do “to exit a horse as a man”?  As a result, in what way has his and Goldberg’s act changed?

15. Describe Abramowitz’s “solo performance for freedom.”  What do you think of the scene?  Why do you think Goldberg “wept himself for unknown reasons” after the performance?

16. How does the story end?

17. Analyze the characters of both Abramowitz and Goldberg and figure out what they represent.  [As Abramowitz notes on page 181, Goldberg has his mysteries.  (For instance he mysteriously disappears in the end of the story.)  Therefore, when you make his character analysis, be careful about his mysterious idiosyncrasies and such a mysterious remark as: “Make me either into a man or make me either into a hose…It’s in your power, Goldberg.” (p. 202)]
18. What do you think the story is about?  (i.e. the theme)  Consider the significance of the implication that Abramowitz has not become a man, but a “free centaur,” at the end of the story.

