Introduction to English Reading

Mr. Shimada

“The Prison”
1. Describe Tommy and Rosa.  How do they get married?   Why do you think Tommy has a “sick-in-the-stomach feeling of being trapped in old mistakes”?  (Who is “Tony”?)  (pp. 97-98)  “mazuma”=money

2. Where is Tommy’s candy store?  How does he spend his day?  Explain about the two attempts Tommy has made to “make a little cash on the side”? (pp. 98-99)

3. Describe the ten-year-old girl.  What does Tommy see her do? (pp. 99-100)

4. Who is Uncle Dom?  Why does Tommy let the girl go without saying anything? (pp. 100-101)

5. What does Tommy decide to do with the girl?  What happens on the following Monday?  What does Tommy do afterward?  What plan does he finally think of? (pp. 101-103)

6. What does Tommy think about life?  What do you think of his idea?  How is it related to what he is doing with the girl? (p. 103)

7. What happens to the girl and what does Tommy do about it? (p. 104)

8. Think about the theme of the story.  How do you interpret the last paragraph?  Why do you think she thrust out her tongue at Tommy?  What kinds of effects do you think her action has on both Tommy and the theme?

