English Reading

Mr. Shimada

“Take Pity”
1. Describe the room Rosen is in.  Why does he not open the shade over the window?  (p. 79)

2. Describe both Rosen and Davidov.  How do they look like?  What do they do?  What kinds of persons do you think they are?  (pp. 79-80)

3. Why does Davidov know about “her” already?  Why has Rosen forgotten “blurting out her name”?   What kind of place is he in now?  (p. 80)

4. What is the name of “her” husband?  Explain about him.  What kind of person is he?  What is “her” name?  What are the names of their daughters?  (pp. 80-81)

5. What do you think Rosen meant when he said, “This place is a grave.  Here they will bury you if you don’t get out quick!”?  (p. 81)

6. How did Axel die?  What is Rosen’s initial response when Davidov asks the same question?  (p. 81)

7. What advice does Rosen give to Eva after the funeral?  What is her response?  What does she plan to do?  (pp. 82-83)

8. How does Eva’s plan turn out?  What does Rosen do about it?  What does he suggest and how does Eva respond?  Why does Rosen think she is that way?  (pp. 83-84)

9. What are the things Rosen do in order to help Eva after he thinks that she is worried he “would ask her some kind of payment except cash”?  How does she respond to them?  (pp. 85-86)

10. In what language has Davidov been taking notes?  What does that signify?  (p. 87)

11. What does Rosen finally decide to do to help Eva?  How does she respond to it this time?  Why does Rosen shout at her, “Whore, bastard, bitch” at the end of the story?  Could you now understand where Rosen is and what kind of “census-taker” Davidov is?  (p. 87)

12. What do you think is the theme of this strange story?

