Questions for “That Evening Sun”
1. What does the following quotation suggest about Nancy’s state of mind: “…and Nancy sat there with her hands still holding the shape of the cup.” (p. 2576 Left column)

2. Why do you think Nancy asks the children to go to her house with her?  How do each child (Quentin, Caddy, and Jason) respond to her proposal? (p. 2576 Right column)

3. Why is Nancy “talking loud” on her way home?  Why does Nancy say, “Who; me talking loud, Mr. Jason”? (p. 2576R)

4. What kind of story does Nancy tell to the children? (p. 2577L)

5. Why do you think Nancy is so desperately trying to make the children stay?  What does she suggest to make them stay?  Find out some of the descriptions that show her desperateness.  (p. 2577R-2578L)

6. Why does she begin “to make that sound again”?  Why does Quentin say, “She’s not crying”? (p. 2578R)

7. What “sign” has Nancy gotten?  What do you think it suggests?  (p. 2578R)

8. Why do you think “Father” keeps saying, “Nonsense”?  Why do you think he says, “Ah, damnation”?  (p. 2578R-2579L)

9. How much does each of the children understand the situation?  Why do you think Quentin says, “Who will do our washing now, Father”? (p. 2579R)

10. What do you think is the theme of this story?  What do you think is the nature of Nancy’s fear?  Why do you think she says, “I just a nigger.  It ain’t no fault of mine”? (p. 2579R)

